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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's argunnents with respect to ciainns 1-6, and 8, have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. . 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

4. Claims 1, 3-5, and Bare rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the admitted prior art (Figures 1 1a-13) described at pages 1-5, of the present 
Application in view of Yamamoto et al. 

The admitted prior art, Figures 1 1 a-1 3, of the present Application discloses a 
recording/playback techniques that shows substantially the same limitations recited in 
claim 1 , including the feature of the memory having at least one program data folder 
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each containing a program composed of compressively coded data including at least 
one video data file (See the admitted prior art Figure 1 la, component 1 103, of the 
present Application), the feature of the management data folder containing 
management data which include information each indicating attribute information, 
playback duration, and title information concerning each program (See the admitted 
prior art described at page 2, lines 15-18, of the present Application). 

Although the admitted prior art, Figures 11a-13 would disclose the capability of 
playing back the recorded and selected compressed video data, however, the admitted 
prior art of the present Application fails to specifically disclose the feature of reading 
compressively coded data which are stored in the selected program data folder, 
decoding the same, and outputting the decoded data on the display as specified in the 
present claim 1. 

Yamamoto et al discloses clearly disclose a video recording/reproducing 
apparatus which includes the capability of reading compressively coded data which are 
stored in the selected program data folder, decoding the same, and outputting the 
decoded data on the display as specified in the present claim 1 . (See Yamamoto et al's 
Figure 6, components 42, and 44). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the admitted prior 
art, Figures 11a-13, described at pages 1-5 of the present Application wherein the 
reproducing means provided thereof would incorporate the capability of reading 
compressively coded data which are stored in the selected program data folder, 
decoding the same, and outputting the decoded data on the display in the same 
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conventional manner as shown by Yamamoto et al. The motivation is to be able 
reproduce and display quality video data at any desired time as suggested by 
Yamamoto et al. 

With regard to claim 3, the feature of the management data including information 
indicating the number of the program data folders and information concerning each 
program data folder as specified thereof is present in the proposed combination 
indicated above. (See the admitted prior art described at page 2, lines 5-18, of the 
present Application). 

With regard to claim 4, the feature of the new management data in which the 
information indicating the number of the program data folders has been updated and the 
information concerning program data folder to be erased has been eliminated and 
replaces the management data stored in the management data folder with the 
generated management data as specified thereof is present in the proposed 
combination indicated above. (See the admitted prior art described at page 4, lines 1-9, 
of the present Application). 

With regard to claim 5, the feature of the decoding unit reading the compressively 
coded data on the basis of the playback control data and decodes the coded data as 
specified thereof is present in the proposed combination indicated above. (See 
Yamamoto et al's Figure 6, component 42). 

With regard to claim 8, the feature of the removable memory recited thereof is 
present in the proposed combination indicated above. (See the DVD shown in Figure 
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11a, of the present Application, and further see, Yamamoto et al's Figure 6, component 
50). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
admitted prior art, Figures 11a-13, described at pages 1-5, of the present Application 
and Yamamoto et al, as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Morley. 

The proposed combination of the admitted prior art. Figures 1 1a-13, described at 
pages 1-5, of the present Application and Yamamoto et al, indicated above discloses a 
video recording/reproducing apparatus that shows substantially the same limitations 
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recited in claim 2, including the feature decoding compressed coded data reproduced 
from a recording medium. (See Yamamoto et al's Figure 6, component 42). 

The proposed combination indicated above fails to specifically disclose the 
feature of the decryption unit reading the requested compressively coded data from the 
memory and carries out decryption and outputs decrypted data as specified in the 
present claim 2. 

Morley et al discloses a reproducing apparatus which includes the feature of the 
decryption/decoding means for decrypting encrypted compressively coded data at 
reproduction operation as specified in the present claim 2. (See Morley et al's Figure 2, 
component 144, and the corresponding disclosure). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the proposed 
combination's recording/reproducing apparatus indicated above wherein the decoding 
means provided thereof would incorporate the capability of a decryption/decoding 
means for the purpose of decrypting provided encrypted compressively coded data at 
reproduction operation in the same conventional manner as is shown by Morley et al. 
The motivation is to increase the quality of the reproduced signal at reproduction 
operation, thereby increase the efficiency of the apparatus as suggested by Morley et 
al. 

8. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
admitted prior art, Figures 1 1a-13, described at pages 1-5, of the present Application 
and Yamamoto et al, as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Ishii et al. 
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The proposed combination of the admitted prior art, Figures 1 1a-13, described at 
pages 1-5, of the present Application and Yamamoto indicated above discloses a 
recording/reproducing apparatus that shows substantially the same limitations recited in 
claim 6, including the feature of erasing the recorded program from the recording 
medium as specified in the present claim 6, (See the admitted prior art described at 
page 4, lines 1-9, of the present Application). 

The proposed combination fails to specifically disclose the feature of the 
management data including data protection information concerning permission or 
inhibition of erasure of each program data folder in the program data folder as specified 
in the present claim 6. 

Ishii et al discloses a device for controlling recording/reproduction apparatus 
utilizing recorded management data which includes data protection information 
concerning permission or inhibition of erasure of each program data folder in the 
program data folder as specified in the present claim 6. (See Ishii et al's column 4, lines 
18-35). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the proposed 
combination's recording/reproducing apparatus indicated above wherein the 
management data provided thereof would incorporate the capability of data protection 
information concerning permission or inhibition of erasure of each program data folder 
in the program data folder in the same conventional manner as shown by Ishii et al. The 
motivation is to prevent unwanted erasure of the recorded program as suggested by 
Ishii etal. 
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9. Claim 7 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bob Chevalier whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7374. The examiner can normally be reached on MM-F (9:00-6:30), second Monday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^ 



Conclusion 



ROBERT CHEVALIER 

P^'MmY EXAiVHi\lER 




B. Chevalier 
November 29, 2005. 



